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On February 15, we saw many of our members
and their guests attend the 21st Annual
International Showcase with the theme, “Sharing
Our Cultures.” International members from twelve
countries provided elaborate displays that
included unique regional crafts and delicious foods
and drinks. Additionally, we were treated to a
Peruvian dance and a Nigerian poem. Learning
about different countries and being able to interact
with our international members is incredibly
enriching. We are very grateful for the generosity of
the participating international members and we
would like to thank them for their hard work and
time organizing and exhibiting at our showcase,
and for donating many wonderful door prizes.

Thank you to our vendors
Flores y Lazos, Milena Guro
Designs, Hilda Tatiana, and
our Ways and Means Table!

We also would like to thank our AOSCGWA board
members for all their help making this a
successful event (including setting up and running
the USA table). We extend special thanks to the
Spates Community Club staff for all their help in
making this event enjoyable for all. And last, but
not least, our lovely program was created once
again by Lhoryn Bayer – thank you!
We hope you all enjoyed attending the showcase
and meeting our international members and
friends. Please enjoy the photos in this edition of
Backchannels and on our AOSCGWA webpage.
In friendship,
Lori, Linda, and Carolyn
The International Liaison Team
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President's Pen
The International Showcase was wonderful! Thanks so much to Linda
Wildes, Lori Borgna-Strong, their International Team, and our participating
countries for all of their hard work to make the event so special. I am
looking forward to the March 15 luncheon and the Irish Dancers that Paige
Kellogg has lined up for us!
Let’s talk about the Joint Armed Forces of Washington Luncheon (JAFOWL)! This luncheon is a
fabulous chance to meet spouses from the other services. We gather as a group only once
every year to share in all things that make us similar. I know Ms. Trump is excited to come
speak with our group, and I’m sure this will be a fabulous event.
This year the reservation system is all online. Attendees will register via the same website
regardless of service. Each club will post the link on their own club website prior to
registration opening. Registration is limited, so sign up early. To register you must be a
member in good standing, and no guests are permitted. At the event we sing a medley of the
five Service songs. I’m sure everyone is already aware, but just a reminder that we stand and
sing the Army Song loud and proud. We have included the words in this issue; remember, the
first verse is not sung during the medley. The Army usually has the largest contingent;
therefore, we need to make sure we sing the loudest! Ways and Means has blingy “Army” pins
in stock so let’s wear our pride as well. I’m excited to see the Army shine above the rest as we
are louder and prouder than any other group there!
Plans are in progress for an afternoon Spring Tour of Homes at Fort McNair. More information
will come soon. The proceeds for this event will benefit our scholarship fund. If you’d like to
help be a Greeter, Docent, or help out in another way, please let me know. Scholarship
information is included in this issue of the newsletter and on our website.
Don’t forget about Flick Chicks on March 20 and Happy Hour on March 22. Look for an Evite
and information on our website.
Fondly,
Kelly
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Join us for the March
AOSCGWA Luncheon

Irish Dancers
March 15
Patton Hall
10:30-1:00
$25
Wear your green and bring the
luck of the Irish with you.

Menu
Mini-buffet featuring salad, fish, chicken,
vegetable, roll, dessert, water, tea

RSVP by March 9
www.aoscgwa.org
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AOSCGWA 2017-2018 Luncheon Reservation Form
Name__________________________________________________________
Month of Luncheon:___________________________________________
Contact Number: ______________________________________________
Email Address: ________________________________________________

Guest Name: __________________________________________________

Payment (If mailing please do not send cash):
Check # __________
Please mail check and reservation form to: AOSCGWA Reservations
c/o Shelley Williams
Post Office Box 1124
Fort Myer, VA 22211
DO NOT MAIL THIS FORM IF YOU HAVE ALREADY MADE A RESERVATION ONLINE.

A O S C G WA C h a r i t a b l e C a u s e f o r M a rc h
A Ronald McDonald House is recognized as a comforting
home-away-from-home for families with hospitalized and seriously
ill children. These homes allow families to stay together near the
medical facility and care their child needs.
This month we will support the families staying at the
Ronald McDonald House of Northern Virginia (off of Gallows Road)
by providing several home-cooked lunches during the month of March.
AOSCGWA will provide lunches on March 7, March 27 and March 30.
(P.A. Mancini will gather a team for March 7.)

Printed for the Army Officers’
Spouses’ Club of the Greater
Washington Area at no cost to
the U.S. government.
Materials contained herein are
those of the Editor/Writers and
are not to be considered an
expression of the Department of
the Army.

Here is what AOSCGWA needs from you, our members:
• Gather your friends to form a “team” of up to 8 members
(Ideally, we would like to have at least three teams)
• Plan a lunch menu for 15 to 20 people. It is your choice - be creative!
• Purchase all food items needed
• Arrive at the Northern VA RMH, all ingredients in hand, and prepare your delicious lunch using
their commercial kitchen (Dates will be selected based on availability & number of teams)
• Serve lunch at 1:00 pm and clean up afterward

Y O U R helping hands and
generosity will make a difference!

If you are interested, please contact me
at: pa.mancini@comcast.net
to sign up or for more details

Advertisements in this
publication do not constitute
an endorsement by the
Department of the Army.
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The “Armed Forces Medley”, also
known as the “Armed Services
Medley”, will be sung during JAFOWL.
The words to the Army Song are
listed below. Please note that when
performed as part of a service song
medley the Army Song will usually
only include the Chorus and Refrain.

2018 AOSCGWA
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
AOSCGWA is accepting applications for its
2018 scholarship program.
The applicant or one of the applicant’s parents
must be an active member of AOSCGWA before
the application is submitted. Three categories
are available: High School Seniors, College
Students, and Members and their Spouses. All
scholarships are based on merit.
AOSCGWA scholarships are funded by money
raised by our club. The number and amounts
of scholarships awarded each year vary based
on the number of eligible applications received
and the amount of scholarship funds available.
Please go to the AOSCGWA website
(www.aoscgwa.org) for information on eligibility
requirements and to download the 2018
applications. Applications must be postmarked
by March 30, 2018 and sent to the following
address:
Army Officers’ Spouses’ Club of the Greater Washington Area

Attn: AOSCGWA Scholarship
PO Box 1124
Fort Myer, VA 22211
Questions? Email aoscgwacollege@gmail.com.

First to fight for the right
And to build the Nation’s might
And the Army goes rolling along.
Proud of all we have done,
Fighting till the battle’s won,
And the Army goes rolling along.
Then it’s Hi! Hi! Hey!
The Army’s on its way.
Count off the cadence loud and strong
(Two! Three!)
For where'er we go
You will always know
That the Army goes rolling along.

Hello….
Is there someone that needs a little
cheer, a get well wish, or a
congratulations?
If you know of a member in need of well
wishes, sympathy, or congratulations,
please let our Corresponding Secretary
know.
Email Jackie McKenna
(jackiemckenna2004@gmail.com) with
the member’s name, address, and the
type of card she should send.

Thanks so much.
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New Volunteer Opportunity at TAPS Headquarters in Arlington
The Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS) is the national organization
caring for the families of America’s Fallen Heroes. TAPS provides emotional support,
casework assistance, 24/7 helpline support, community based care, training programs
for those who work with the military, and healing events for surviving families.
In January 2018. TAPS moved into a new National Headquarters located in the Clarendon
neighborhood of Arlington, Virginia, near the Clarendon Metro. TAPS is currently seeking volunteers
to serve in the role of guest liaison at the headquarters, warmly welcoming visitors and honoring the
military families, survivors, donors, partners, and guests who visit TAPS.
Responsibilities include: Greeting and assistance for TAPS staff and guests, and basic reception.
Volunteers may also help with other administrative tasks, special events, and occasional projects.

Schedule: Volunteers are asked to apply for this program in pairs (TAPS is happy to match
volunteers, but they are also welcome to bring a friend!) for a regular shift either from 9:00 AM to
1:00 PM, or from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM. The organization would like to establish a regular volunteer
schedule. Volunteers may work one shift per week, twice a month, or once monthly.
Days: Monday through Friday
Morning Shift: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Afternoon Shift: 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Training will be provided, and volunteers are encouraged to participate in as many shifts as their
schedule allows. Volunteer Guest Liaisons will be supervised by the TAPS Office Manager.
TAPS will provide volunteers with a TAPS shirt to wear, which can be paired with slacks or skirt.
Refreshments will be provided during the shift along with the satisfaction of being part of the mission
of honoring America’s Fallen Heroes.
Requirements: The ideal candidate has a connection to the military and an appreciation of the TAPS
mission. Volunteers must be customer service oriented and have a professional demeanor. TAPS is
seeking individuals with a positive attitude, who work well with others.
How to Apply: Please email volunteer@taps.org or call Sharon Paz at 800-959-TAPS (8277) and let
her know the following:
• What week(s) the volunteer would like
• What day(s) is preferred
• Which shift works best, either morning (9:00 AM -1:00 PM) or afternoon (1:00 PM -5:00 PM)
Additional information on this volunteer opportunity may be found here.

America’s Run for the Fallen
America’s Run for the Fallen recognizes our nation’s fallen service members over a 6000 mile relay foot
run through 19 states from April 7-August 5. It begins at Fort Irwin, CA and ends at Arlington
National Cemetery. The cause may also be supported through a virtual run. Volunteers are needed
for the event.
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Events Around Town
What’s not to love about March? While the cherry blossoms may take center stage in our area, there is
a multitude of other activities throughout the month. There’s the official start of Spring (March 20),
NCAA March Madness, the Academy Awards Ceremony, Women’s History Month, many St. Patrick’s
Day observances and celebrations, a Francophonie Cultural Festival, film festivals, races, and the
spring theater season. Get out and enjoy all our area has to offer!
St. Patrick’s Day Parades:
March 3
Alexandria
March 10
Manassas
March 11
Gaithersburg
March 11
Washington, DC

12:30-2:30 PM
The parade will take place in Old Town Alexandria.
11:00 AM
The parade will be held in Old Town Manassas.
10:00 AM—12:00 PM The parade will be held at the Washingtonian Center.
12:00-3:00 PM
This year’s theme is “Showcasing DC Irish Culture”.

Shamrockfest Billed as “America’s Largest St. Paddy’s Day Festival”, Shamrockfest will occur on
March 17 from 12 pm-8 pm at the RFK Stadium Festival Grounds.
The Francophonie Cultural Festival celebrates the diversity and richness of Francophone communities
around the world with a series of cultural events and outreach programs throughout March.
DC Environmental Film Festival - March 15-28 The festival will feature screenings of more than 100
environmentally themed films at various times/locations around Washington, DC
Cinematsuri (Japanese Film Festival) - March 19– April 3 All films are shown in Japanese with
English subtitles. Showtimes and locations are available on the Cinematsuri website.
Annapolis Film Festival - March 22-25 Over 70 films, plus panels and showcases; the full listing will
be released on March 1.
Rock and Roll Marathon - March 10 A half marathon and a 5K race will also take place. Visit the website for start times and locations.
Marine Corps 17.75K– March 24 The race starts and finishes outside Montclair Tabernacle Church in
Dumfries, near the Quantico Marine Corps Base. The distance of the race commemorates the year the
Marine Corps was established. All finishers are guaranteed a spot in the Marine Corps Marathon
Celebrate Women’s History Month by visiting local museums that focus on women's history and pay
tribute to the contributions of women in America .

Spring Theater– In the Heights, The Wiz, and Waitress are a few of the shows playing in area theaters.
The National Cherry Blossom Festival will take place
from March 20-April 15, 2018. There are a number of
activities planned throughout the festival, to include a
kite festival and a parade. Volunteers are needed for
the event.
The National Park Service will be announcing their
initial forecast for peak bloom on March 1. Bloom
updates are available on the Cherry Blossom Watch
Facebook page and at cherryblossomwatch.com.
Backchannels
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Z i p Co d e G r o u p s
Alexandria 22301-22315
LaDonna Cavanaugh
cavanaub@comcast.net

678-464-7470

Annandale, Fairfax & Fairfax Station
Mary Pawlow
mlspawlow@aol.com

703-764-9656

Arlington 22201-22209
Paige Kellogg
Paigekell@aol.com

703-248-8313

Burke 22015
Jeanne Sander
ebs17@verizon.net

703-426-2880

McLean, Falls Church & Fort Myer
Lori Borgna Strong
borgnalori@gmail.com

706-799-9308

Chantilly, Clifton, Centerville & Herndon 20120-22182
Pat O’Neill
pponeill6@aol.com

703-378-3624

Prince William County & Beyond
Paula Ann Mancini
703-346-4468
pa.mancini@comcast.net

Our Zip Code Groups are a benefit of
membership in AOSCGWA and are the
perfect opportunity to meet new friends
at enjoyable events.

Springfield 22150-22153
Jennifer Stepetic
stepetic@yahoo.com

703-569-1596

Maryland-Howard County & Beyond
Marie Corbett
mtcre@aol.com

Contact the Zip Code Leader in your area
and join your AOSCGWA neighbors for fun
get-togethers!

410-418-4934

Maryland-Montgomery County & Beyond
Deidra Stubbs
dleestubbs@aol.com

803-447-8700

Washington D.C.
Mary Dulaney
medulany@msn.com

Backchannels
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Special Activities
Bible Study: Every Monday at the Main Post Chapel from 10:00-11:30 AM. The POC is
Nancy Jackson. Please contact Nancy at jacksonjn@verizon.net.
Bridge: The Bridge Group meets the third Tuesday of every month at the Army-Navy
Country Club of Arlington. Must have a knowledge of how to play. Please contact Henriette
Gordon at 703-237-8263 for further information.
The Walking Group: Upcoming walks for the rest of the club year are below. All walks
start at 10:00 AM. Anyone who would like to be added to the contact list for the Walking
Group should contact Mary Pawlow at mlspawlow@aol.com.
Wednesday, March 14 Four Mile Run in Arlington, lunch at Pupatella
Tuesday, April 10
Cherry Blossom Walk to DC, lunch at the Holocaust Museum
Tuesday, May 22
C&O Canal in Potomac, MD, lunch at Old Anglers Inn
Flick Chicks: Flick Chicks will meet on March 20. The Evite will contain the movie title
and time.
Happy Hour: Happy Hour will meet on March 22. Further details will be included in the
Evite for the event.
Line Dancing: The class for line dancing for balls is being rescheduled so more members
are able to participate. The club is waiting to hear from the instructor for a new date.
Information for Flick Chicks, Happy Hour Group, and Line Dancing is sent via Evite.
Please email the Special Activities coordinator at
aoscgwaspecialactivities@gmail.com to be added to the Evite.
Trivia Group: The POC is Christine Miller. She may be reached at cmiller001@gmail.com
for further information.

ARMY WIFE SEAL
The Army Wife Seal is a
copyrighted property of the
Army Officers’ Spouses’ Club of
the Greater Washington Area.
No one may reproduce it in any
manner, or for any reason, without the express
permission of AOSCGWA. Please contact
AOSCGWA for permission for use of the Army
Wife Seal.
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AOSCGWA BOARD
Honorary President

Hollyanne Milley

Honorary Vice President

Maria McConville

Advisor

Connie Semonite

conniesemonite@gmail.com

President

Kelly Kreis

aoscgwapresident1@gmail.com

1st Vice-President

Paige Kellogg

aoscgwaprograms@gmail.com

2nd Vice-President

CJ Summers

cjsummers@gmail.com

Corresponding Secretary

Jackie McKenna

jackiemckenna2004@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

LaDonna Cavanaugh

cavanaub@comcast.net

Treasurer

Deb Kalisz Wehr

aoscgwatreasurer@gmail.com

Parliamentarian

Anita Skelton

jim.anita.ger@gmail.com

Backchannels

Michelle Funkhouser

backchannels.editor@gmail.com

Charitable Causes

Paula Ann Mancini

pa.mancini@comcast.net

Fundraising

Kerri Eldridge

kermurph@yahoo.com

Historian

Melissa Werner

darmel23@hotmail.com

Hospitality

Jill Vaniman

jmvaniman@gmail.com

International Liaison

Linda Wildes

lbwildes@gmail.com

Lori Borgna Strong

borgnalori@gmail.com

JAFOWL

Dianne Crawford

dlr1023@aol.com

Membership

Barb Patterson

aoscgwamembership@gmail.com

Military Support Organizations

Patty Barron

pbarron@ausa.org

Reservations

Shelley Williams

aoscgwareservations@gmail.com

Scholarship

Christine Miller

aoscgwacollege@gmail.com

Social Media

Jane Davis

aoscgwasocial@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE BOARD

STANDING COMMITTEES

Special Activities

aoscgwaspecialactivities@gmail.com

Tours

Michelle Zuniga

aoscgwatours@gmail.com

Vendor Chair

Kim Raymond

aoscgwavendor@gmail.com

Ways and Means

Christie Kehoe

aoscgwawaysandmeans@gmail.com

Web Administrator

Diane Martinez

aoscgwaweb@gmail.com

Zip Code Groups

Jennifer Stepetic

stepetic@yahoo.com
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AOSCGWA Board Pentagon Tour one of the perks of serving on the Board.

January Walking Group in 30 degree weather
at Arlington Cemetery then enjoying lunch
at Asia Bistro in Pentagon Row
The Mansion on O Street Tour

Submissions for Backchannels are due the third
Monday of the month. Please contact me at
backchannels.editor@gmail.com to submit
articles, photos, recipes, etc.
Thank you!

McLean, Falls Church & Fort Myer Code Group
January Gathering at Deb Drain’s House
Backchannels
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Museum of the Bible Tour

Prince William and Beyond Zip Code Group
at Mix Colors Art Studio in Bristow

McLean, Falls Church & Fort Myer
Zip Code Group February Gathering
at Amy Marotto’s House
Backchannels
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at Hen Quarter

February Walking Group and
special guest at Mount Vernon
March 2018

15

AOSCGWA
BACKCHANNELS
Post Office Box 1124
Fort Myer, VA 22211
Backchannels.editor@gmail.com

